[A case of human tail].
A human tail is a rare anatomical curiosity. A case of a human tail associated with lipomyelomeningocele is reported. The made subject was born, by breech delivery, at the 39th-week with a 3,008 g body weight. He was admitted to our hospital because of the presence of a human tail and subcutaneous mass in the midline lumbosacral region. The tail was about 7.5 cm in length and 2 cm in diameter. It was elastic and covered by normal skin. No systemic anomaly was found. Spina bifida below L5 was revealed, and no bony shadow was found on the plain X-ray film. CT scan showed a low density area in the spinal canal between L3 and lower sacral region that extended into the tail through the spina bifida. MRI also revealed intraspinal long T2 mass which was attached to the spinal cord and extended into the tail. Myelogram indicated intradural extramedullary mass below the L3 level. Surgical treatment was performed on the 3rd month of life with a diagnosis of a human tail with lipomyelomeningocele. At surgery, the tail was found to consist mainly of lipomatous tissue which extended subcutaneously and entered the spinal canal through the spina bifida. The tail and subcutaneous lipomatous tissue were totally excised. The capsule of subcutaneous lipomatous tissue was followed circumferentially down into the spinal canal, and found to be transformed to arachnoid membrane. Intradural lipomatous tissue was excised piece by piece, leaving only a small remnant attached to the conus medullaris to preserve sacral nerve root function.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)